Precluding coccidiosis with an anti-coprophagia drug.
Floor-pen studies were conducted to ascertain whether coccidiosis could be prevented by using a drug added to the litter to preclude coprophagia and ingestion of infective oocysts. An experimental drug (1-pyrrolidinebutyramide, 2-methyl-alpha,alpha-diphenyl) was added to litter contaminated with sporulated Eimeria tenella oocysts. Thereafter 7-day-old broiler chicks were reared on the litter for a nine-day period. Mortality, lesion scores and dropping scores were the criteria selected to determine efficacy. Treatment of the litter at the lowest level (2.3 g kg-1) did not reduce the incidence or severity of the disease, whereas treatment at two higher levels (11.5 and 23.0 g kg-1) significantly reduced both (incidence and severity). The highest level was the most efficacious; however, drug toxicity was also encountered at this level.